FIRST HAND REPORT OF
THE COLLINWOOD SCHOOL FIRE

~ MARCH 4, 1908
) By Michael F. Fallon
Battzlion Chief Cleveland Fire Dept.

STILL ALARM 10:16 Aif

Notified by operator Rothegery that the Coilinwood School
House was on fire, and to go to fire by order of Chief
Wallace zand that he had sent Engine Co. #30 and the Auxiliary

Vtrubk.

T respondedAfrpm Engine.Cé. #14's quarters by way of
Superiof_Ave. to Wilson Ave. to St; Clair Ave. as far as 200
jards east of 105thlSt. The horsefthrew 2 shoe. I'hailed~
an automobile and responded in said automobile to fire
arriving at about 10:50 Al.

The fire was in-a three story brick school house known

a8 the Iakeview School located in the corner of Collomar Ave.

and Lake St., The building was doomed, nothing remained but
the four walls. The fire was practically out with the ex-

ception of some wooden partitions that were burning in base-

ment and the ruins burning here and there. There were five

streams of water playing on fire. One stream in front,.one
on north side of building end two streams in rear, one of .
waich belonged to Engine Co0.#30-of Cleveland in charge of

Captain Mulcahy. The other stréamS'wére in~charge'of.8upt.

Frany of the Lake Shore. The streams in the front and on

the north and south side were in charge of the Assistani
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Chief of the Collinwood Fire Dept. which consisted of a
:Gasoline Fire Engine.hoﬁe@ wagon ahd a few short ladders.

After meking the rounds of the building to ascertain’
the whereabouts of the Mayor or the Chief of the Fire Depart-
ment. I waé'told by Mr; ﬁrany'that the Méyor was in Cleveland,
Ohio, élso the Chief of the Firé Department was in Cleveland,
Ohio,

After consulting wi%h'the Assistent Chief of the Fire
Department I took charge of the work of rescue. T withdrew
all of the men and streams except Co. #30'3 stream and Co.
WhO'ﬁere working in'the rear.of-building extinguishing the
ruins and washing the aeﬁfis from the dead hodies of the
little ones who were burned'tﬁfdeath, . o

: Undef ny supérviéion the men worked with shovels for
about one hour but fbund.this mefhod very.sldw and rathér-
difficult'as'up.tq-this'time.we had got about ten bodies
- owing to the entangled masses of burned_ﬁodies and as I wished
to extricate.the.quiesjwithout any mutilating. I fhen de;
“cided to float the'bodieé by putting a,largé stream of water
‘under éaCh-pf'theﬁ thgrefore creating'pressure-which proved
satisfactory. The bodies fiqating around like beef in'a
vat,_afterJthis our wsrk was easy. We were hampered some
on account of the parents of thg.dead children:Who were
clamoring to get a glimpse of these little darlings as théy
were %gken from the ruins bfithe building on stretchers %o |

ambulances.
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With the aid of the Police of Collinwood we overcame "
this by establishing fire lines. The bodies of the dead
' children were piled from bzsement %o six feet abo¥e floor -
under stairs. After taking 159 bodies from ruins which were
sent 1o the Lake Shore Store House, &n impoverished morgue,
we searched the building énd being satisfied that 21l the |
bodies were taken out, I reported to Mayor Westropp who had
arrived at fire by this time and after talking over the
situation the anor was satisfied our services were no longer
reguired Whereunon.l gave orders to Capitain hulcahy to pick
up ‘his line of hose»and return to quarters, and.returned
myself;larriving back at 5:55 PH.
There were 173 bodies burned, two of which were school
teachers Misses Fisk and Wyhles. Miss Fisk died at hospital
2% ﬂours after fire.. Walter Xelly, newspaperman, iost 2 boys,
Fred ﬂéidér, janitor, lost 3 boys and girls.
Mr., Whitney
Mrs. Moran
Fred Heider
Miss Lynn
Miss Rose
Miss Isvin
. Miss @Gallmar
Miss Rolley
Miss Rody
Miss Fisk {dezd) ,
- . , Miss Wyhles (dezd).
Mayor., . s e o 8 o o + s o s« a a s o Patrick Westropp -

Chlef OI FlI‘e Deptn * &+ %4 4 a4 & e & + e ®- & e MI'. Hamiln
Asst. Chief of PFire Dept.. e+ v e+ s s s+ » &« o Mr. Pitecn -

. Superintendent of school
CPrincipals o o o e o o
Janitor. .« « ¢ & ¢ o o o
Teachers o« « « o o » o «
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260 Children in school at time of fire.
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